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                New Member 
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Mira Mesa Town Council Meetings  
Town Council meetings provide a public forum for com-

munity issues relating to civic, cultural, social, educational 

and recreational development and improvement in the 

area. Regular meetings are usually held the first Monday 

of each month at the Mira Mesa Public Library from 7 to 9 

p.m., with no meeting held in July. 

 

Agenda for the June 1, 2009  meeting: 

 

§ John DeBeck, School Board 

 

The next MMTC meeting is Monday, August 3,  2009 

 Remember that there is no July Meeting 

Is Change in the Future for School District? 
By Pam O'Donohoe 

June 1 will be an interesting meeting with our guest speaker being John DeBeck. As we all know the woes  our school district 

has been going through ideas for change, shifts in policy, and frequent administrations or styles of leadership don't seem to be 

the answer to our problems. So what is? John DeBeck is going to express ideas for change that many people agree with and oth-

ers vehemently do not. Come get the lowdown in his proposal for change and ask the hard questions - will this be good for the 

district and good for the children that attend public school.  We hope you'll be there; it will be interesting and if you have chil-

dren in our schools today this should be a primary concern. See you at 7PM at the library. 

John de Beck was first elected directly from the classroom to the Board to represent District C in 

1990. He served as Board President and Vice President during his first term. Reelected in 1994, 

1998, 2002, and 2006, he has been an active delegate to both the San Diego County School Boards 

Association and the California School Boards Association. At the CSBA, he has served on numerous 

committees, including the School Safety Committee, the Nominating Committee and the School-to-
Work Committee, and chaired the Urban Schools Task Force. He also served on the Governor's 

School-to-Career Advisory Council. Mr. De Beck is active in the Association of California Urban 

School Districts. On the national level, Mr. de Beck has served as the Board's representative on the 

Council of Great City Schools and is active in the National School Board Association. Mr. de Beck 

attended San Diego City Schools in Point Loma and he received his bachelor's and master's degrees 

in business from San Diego State University. He holds lifetime multiple teaching and counseling 

credentials and he taught for more than 36 years. He also served as a counselor, resource teacher and 

curriculum administrator, and he taught business at San Diego City College for 10 years. Mr. de 

Beck has served many California school districts as a consultant in vocational education. In the community, Mr. de Beck is a 

member of the Balboa Kiwanis Club. He has written 10 curriculum guides and a computer applications textbook. He and his 

wife have seven children, seven grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. Their Bay Park house was designed and built by 

Mr. de Beck. 
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Want to help your community,  

but donôt know how? 
 

    Mira Mesa is made up of people just like you who are 
looking for ways to get involved in the community. Whether 
you are interested in local planning, parks and recreation, 
community appearance, family events or something com-
pletely new, thereôs a place for you.  

 

    Ongoing community groups include: 
 

¶ COMMUNITY PLANNING  GROUP  

¶ COMMUNITY PRIDE COMMITTEE 

¶ MMTC STREET FAIR COMMITTEE  

¶ MAINTENANCE  ASSESSMENT DISTRICT COMMITTEE 

¶ RECREATION COUNCIL  

¶ HEROES 

¶ FOURTH OF JULY COMMITTEE 

¶ RETIRED SENIOR VOLUNTEER PATROL  (RSVP) 

¶ BANNER DISTRICT COMMITTEE 

 
    Come to a Mira Mesa Town Council general meeting or 
contact one of our directors for more information. Also see 
page 6 for specific meeting times and locations. 
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Presidentôs Message 
By MMTC President Jeff  Stevens 

 I would like to start by expressing my appreciation to our Volunteer of the Year Ted Brengel for all of the volunteer work 

he has done for the Town Council, Planning Group and other community groups over the past decade, and I encourage everyone 

to attend the Volunteer of the Year Dinner on June 6, 2009 at the MCAS Miramar Officerôs Club. All MMTC members should 

have received an invitation in the mail, and information about the event and online ticket reservations are available on the 

MMTC website. Thanks also to Robin Stutsman for chairing the dinner committee this year and organizing the event. 
 At our June 1 MMTC meeting we will introduce the graduating high school students who are the winners of our 2009 

MMTC Verne Goodwin Scholarship Awards, college scholarships based on community service. 
 Our main program at the June MMTC meeting will be a presentation by School Board member John DeBeck on a proposal 

to split the San Diego Unified School District into two districts. John DeBeck has been on the School Board since 1990, and has 

recently come to the conclusion that the School District has become too big to manage effectively, and should be split in two. 

Needless to say, this is a very controversial proposal. 
 Finally, we are actively preparing for the Mira Mesa Street Fair to be held on September 26, 2009. At approximately the 

beginning of June, the vendor application is posted on the website and we start accepting applications. Also, we still could use 

more volunteer help with this event. If you would like to help us put on this event, please contact me or just come to our next 

Street Fair Committee meeting on the fourth Thursday of the month (June 25) at 6:30 PM at the Senior Center 

Water Conservation Workshop 
By Erica Mendelson 
 On June 23rd Councilmember DeMaio will convene a Water Conservation ñHow Toò Workshop. With the city now entering 

into a Level 2 drought condition, conserving our water resources is becoming ever more important to our families and our region. 

At this workshop you will learn how to access the ñShow Me the Moneyò rebate program, learn tools for conservation, and find 

out what the water emergency means to you and your home.  The Workshop will begin at 6:30 p.m. and take place at the Scripps 

Ranch Library. For more information contact Councilmember DeMaioôs Mira Mesa representative, John Ly, at 619-236-6655  

4th of July Event to have something for everyone 
 

Do you want to take part in planning and executing this yearôs 4th of July festivities? Well, here is your chance. The Mira Mesa 4th 

of July Committee and the Mira Mesa Town Council are planning the best 4th of July ever.  You can help to make it better by par-

ticipating in one or more of the events. Please visit the Mira Mesa Town Council website for applications to all events, 

www.miramesatowncouncil.org/fourth_of_july.htm. 

 First, a call has gone out for parade participants. Are you part of a group or do you have a special talent or hobby?  Apply to be 

part of this yearôs parade.  It will step-off from Mira mesa Blvd and Greenford at approximately 11:30 am on Saturday July 4, 2009. 

The parade will proceed on Mira Mesa Blvd to Camino Ruiz where it will turn right and end at the corner of Camino Ruiz and New 

Salem Street.  Parade questions can be directed to Maria at 858-271-1572. 

 Do you have more fun helping to keep children entertained and safe?  Game booths are available for sponsorship or you can 

volunteer to run a booth at the Fun Day Kids Zone. For questions on Kids Zone contact Judy at 858-549-4557. 
 If food is your thing, the food and community booth zone will have something for everyone.  We are bringing the food and 

community booths to the crowds and will have something for everyone.  If you have a booth that would be appropriate to this area 

please contact Don at 858-271-1572. 

 The main stage will have continuous entertainment for your viewing pleasure.  Volunteer acts are being booked as this goes to 

press.  Please contact Sandy at 858-361-5229 for further questions or to recommend an act/actor. 

  The day will end with an awesome display of fireworks specially selected for the occasion. 

 The Kids Zone, food and community booths and fireworks viewing area will take place at the Mira Mesa Community Park on 

New Salem Street. 

   The committee has been fundraising to bring the entire event to life and, as always, funds are short.  Fireworks, city permits 

and application fees are expensive.  Please send your donations to the Mira Mesa ï Scripps 4th of July Committee to help fund this 

event, see Mira Mesa Town Council website for donation information.  All donations are tax deductible. 
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